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CUSTER’s Advance
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E N C A M P M E N T

Custer divides his 
command into 
three battalions
12:15 p.m.
June 25.

Custer sees 
Indian 
Encampment
3:05 p.m.

From this point, 
Custer’s movements 
are conjectural.

Indian 
movements are 

conjectural.

Custer under attack by
4:30 p.m.

Custer in Medicine 
Tail Coulee
3:30 p.m.

Lone Tipi
2:15 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m. Morass

1:50 p.m.
1:50 p.m.
2:50 p.m.

At the lower forks, 
Reno separates from 
Custer to charge 
Indian encampment
2:35 p.m.
2:35 p.m.
4:10 p.m.

Benteen follows 
Custer’s trail

2:40 p.m.

Reno fords 
Little Bighorn 

River
2:55 p.m.

Benteen 
joins Reno

4:20 p.m.

Reno’s retreat
recrosses Little Bighorn River
3:55 p.m.; 
on bluffs 
4:00 p.m.

Reno and Benteen 
under siege on bluffs 
until afternoon of June 26.Reno’s Valley Fight

3:00-3:50 p.m.;
Reno’s attack on 

Indian encampment 
stopped

3:10 p.m.

See detail map 
on pages 64–65 

Army advanced from 
Yellowstone River via 
Rosebud Creek and 

Davis Creek.
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Custer Divides His Command
Early on the morning of June
25, Custer viewed the distant 
Little Bighorn Valley from the 
Crow’s Nest. Shortly past noon, 
on the divide between the Rose-
bud and Little Bighorn water-
shed, he formed the 7th Cavalry 
into three battalions for the ad-
vance on the Indians, whose 

exact location was still not 
known. The routes of the bat-
talions to the Little Bighorn 
and Reno–Benteen battlefields 
are shown on the map. The 
time at which each arrived at a 
particular point is approximate; 
it is, however, based on the 
best available information.


